SCHOOL OF OPTOMETRY AND VISION SCIENCE, UNSW
SUPPLEMENTARY EXAMINATION INFORMATION, 2017
There are two circumstances whereby a supplementary examination may be granted:
COMPETENCY IN DOUBT
Students whose competency level is in doubt after the final examination(s) may be eligible to sit a supplementary
examination in the course(s) concerned.
SPECIAL CONSIDERATION
On some occasions, sickness, misadventure or other circumstances beyond your control may prevent you from completing a
course requirement, such as attending a formal end of semester examination. In these cases you may apply for Special
Consideration. To do this you must make formal application for Special Consideration for the course/s affected as soon as
practicable after the problem occurs and within three working days of the assessment to which it refers. The application
must be made via Online Services in myUNSW. Log into myUNSW and go to My Student Profile tab > My Student Services
> Online Services > Special Consideration. Submit the application (including supporting documentation) to UNSW Student
Central.
Special Consideration - Pre-Existing Conditions
Many conditions that are the subject of special consideration applications are pre-existing and could be used repeatedly to
gain examinations at a later date. These include conditions aggravated or triggered by the stress of the assessment. With the
help of your doctor and/or other health care practitioners, steps can be taken ahead of the assessment time to minimise or
avoid the consequences of these conditions. When applying for special consideration on the basis of a condition that was
already known to be a problem for you and which you have already used as the basis for a special consideration application,
the School will require you to provide a certificate that details the preventative measures taken and why they were not
successful. This will then be taken into account when considering the application.
Absence from a final examination is a serious matter, normally resulting in a Fail (FL) grade. If you are medically unfit to
attend an examination, YOU MUST CONTACT THE SCHOOL DIRECTLY ON THE DAY OF THE EXAMINATION TO
ADVISE OF THIS (telephone 02 9385 4639, email: optometry@unsw.edu.au). You must also submit a Request for Special
Consideration application as detailed above.
You are reminded that supplementary examinations are not granted lightly or automatically. Eligibility for supplementary
examinations, for both of the above situations, is determined by the School Examination Committee, which meets soon after
the formal examination period has ended. You cannot “apply” for a supplementary examination, so please do not contact the
School or Course Controllers to request a supplementary examination.
It is the responsibility of the student to consult the web site or noticeboard to ascertain whether they have
supplementary examinations. This information WILL NOT be conveyed in ANY other manner. Interstate, overseas or
any other absence cannot be used as an excuse.
This information will be available on the School web site at http://www.optometry.unsw.edu.au (do not confuse the School
website with the myUNSW website) and posted on the notice board on Level 3. This information will be available as soon as
possible after the School Examination Committee meeting.
SUPPLEMENTARY EXAMINATIONS FOR 2017 WILL BE HELD AS FOLLOWS:
FOR SESSION 1:

STAGE 1-4* COURSES: DURING THE WEEK OF 3-7 JULY 2017

THERE WILL BE NO SUPPLEMENTARY EXAMINATIONS FOR STAGE 5 STUDENTS IN SEMESTER 1
2017
FOR SESSION 2:

ALL COURSES: DURING THE WEEK OF 27 NOVEMBER-1 DECEMBER 2017
Supplementary examinations will be held at the scheduled time only. If students who are granted supplementary
examinations do not attend, a failure will be recorded for that course. Students should not make travel arrangements, or
any other commitments, before establishing whether or not they have supplementary examinations. Ignorance of
these procedures, interstate, overseas or any other absence will not be accepted as an excuse. But usual Special
Consideration for illness still applies.
If additional assessment is not scheduled, this does NOT indicate whether or not a student has passed or failed the course.
Results will be received in the usual way. Please do not contact the School in this regard.
Please note the above applies to OPTM and VISN courses only. Any information on supplementary examinations for
servicing courses (e.g. CHEM****) is the responsibility of the School conducting the course.
* Stage 4 includes courses in the first year of the MClinOptom program.
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